
I Have These Statistics—Now 
What? Starting a Collection 

Analysis  

August 26, 2011 

Mansfield 
Public Library 

 

1:00—4:00  

Doors open at 
12:30 

 

3.0 CE 

Register online at   www.ntrls.org  

 
 Skills introduced: 

Know which statistics are beneficial for collection 
analysis  

Know how to use the statistics to do some basic collec-
tion analysis 

Be able to organize those statistics in a useful way 
 

Kathryn King is a Senior Librarian and Adult Materials 
Selector for Fort Worth Library.  She presented this 
program at PLA in Portland Oregon with great success.  
 
Comments from PLA: 
 “Books are to be used and used heavily, and if not, 
they should be out the door,” proclaimed Kathryn King, 
adult materials selector, Fort Worth Public Library, TX, 
at the opening of the packed Public Library Association 
(PLA) Conference session titled, “I Have These Statis-
tics—Now What?: Getting Started on the Path of Collec-
tion Analysis.” That got a cheer from the audience.  
 
King then quickly dispensed with the kind of collection 
analysis you need (customer oriented, not core list  
oriented) and why you need it (to optimize funding, 
staffing, and shelving and truly meet patron demand)  
before moving on to the all-important how. 


